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On Saturday, the nth of June, the Court returned to
Versailles. On arriving there the King went to visit
Madame and her son and daughter-in-law separately.
Madame, very much troubled by reflection on her
position with regard to the King, had sent the
Duchesse de Ventadour to Madame de Maintenon.
The latter replied to the message only in general terms ;
said she would visit Madame after dinner, and re-
quested that the Duchess might be present at the
interview. It was Sunday, the morning after the re-
turn from Marly. After the first compliments, every
one went out except Madame de Ventadour. Then
Madame requested Madame de Maintenon to sit down;
and she must have felt her position keenly to bring her
to this.

She began the conversation by complaining of the
indifference with which the King had treated her dur-
ing her illness. Madame de Maintenon allowed her
to talk on; and when she had finished, said that the
King had commanded her to say that their common
loss effaced all the past, provided that he had reason to
be better satisfied for the future, not only as regarded
M. le Due de Chartres, but other matters also. Upon
this Madame exclaimed and protested that, except in
as far as regarded her son, she had never given cause
for displeasure; and went on alternating complaints
and justifications. Precisely at the point when she was
most emphatic, Madame de Maintenon drew forth a
letter from her pocket and asked if the handwriting
was known to her. It was a letter from Madame to
the Duchess of Hanover, in which she said, after giv-
ing news of the Court, that no one knew what to say